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Deor Porents,

Summertime is o wonderful time for our students for fun with fomily ond ?
friends, freetime, lote nighfs, ond vocotions. ft is o time to relox ond reolly 3
enjoy life, qnd o time to let the mind explore new opportunities. In qddition, +

$ oll IDS f ifth gradestudents hove their reguired summer reoding. O

f fne summer reoding progrcrm encourqges students to octiv ely read during 3
{ the months thot they qre owoy from school. Upcoming fifth grade students ;
€ ore required to reod ot leost THREE NOVELS during the summer. €
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1. The FIRST NOVEL hqs o Civil Wor focus to help build prior €

knowledge for our initiol unit of study for the beginning of the +
ocodemic yeqr. Eoch child will SELECT ONE of the following titles to g
meet the initiol required reoding expectotion: €

The Root Cellor by Jonet Lunn

The Perilous Rood by Williom O. Steele (oword winner)

Shades of 6roy by Corolyn Reeder

Elijoh of Buxton by Christopher Pqul Curtis

2. The SECOND NOVEL will be a novel of your child's choice taken f rom €
the ottoched list of historicol titles some of which ore oword winners g
ond clossics organized occording to vorious time periods. ,A
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* 3. The THIRD NOVEL should be one thot oppeors on the ottqched 2010-

? 2011 Sunshine Stote book list.€
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SUMMER REQUIRED TASKS to COMPLETE

For eoch novel, your child will complete an qttoched "Reoding

Comprehension/Fiction Elements Form (zpases)." A totol of THREE
completed responses are to be completed ond returned on the f irst
doy of school. This forrn compels the students to look deeply into the
texl, reguiring them to show their understonding of the bosic
elements of literoture os well os to respond personally to the work.

The ottoched reoding response forms qre olso evqluoted os noted
below:

Look of Literccy
An overoll look of quolity ond effort including:

Proper spelling
Complete sentences where noted on the forms
Evoluotion Checklist
Properly identif ied story elements
Provided supporting detoils from the story

3. If your child chooses to reod more thon the three reguired novels,
pleose ottoch o signed note to the forms thot lists all other novels
reod" All ossignments and notes ore due the first doy of school.

rf you would like to exomine the titles bef ore purchosing the books or
checking them out of the librqry, please visit sites like www.omozon.com or
www.bornesnoble.com. These sites off er summories qnd reviews of qll the
books on this list.

Thonk you for your support in encouroging your child to reod. We wish you o

wonderful summer ond qre lookinq forword to o successful veorl.

Sincerely,
The Fifth Grqde Teom
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Suggested Summer Reoding List for Fifth Grade

Any book reloted to the 1860-1865 time period
Exomples include:

The Red Bodge of Couroge written by Stephen Crone
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during the summer ond in the midst of the school yeor. These selections help
students moke connections to curriculum. Pleose spend some time perusing
the titles ond help your child moke q wise decision in choosing his/her free
choice book.

t Any book related to the 1800-1860 time period *
f Exomples include: €
I Suson B. Anthony: Fighter for Women's Rights written by Pomelo Levin €
-F
* This biogrophy of Suson B. Anthony chronicles her life ond ochievements.

3 A Gothering of Doys written by Joon W. Blos 
ee"'v'vr.v'r'r' 

3
$ Find out whot life wos like in New Hompshire in the 1830's from this fictionol journol of e
* thirteen-yeor-old Cotherine Hall. €
* A Lontern in Her Hond written by Bess Streeter Aldrich g
9 nbbi" Deal gives up the chonce of morrying o foncy doctor ond studying singing,ond moves 9
! f.om fowo to Nebrosko Territory with her pioneer husbond, Will. Together with other 3
i settlers , they struggle to plont trees ond moke forms ond build Cedortown out of virgin ;g proirie. This book mokes you f eel how the Midwest wos tomed. +
gr Underground Mon written by Milton Meltzer e
S Joshuo Bowen was o former's boy from Vermont who risked his life os o conductor on the €
* Underground Railrood, guiding escoped sloves out of the South. The outhor bosed this novel €
* on the life of Colvin Foirbonk, a real obolitionist. €
f On to Oregonl Written by Honore Morrow €
:-E

! Holfwoy olong the Oregon Troil in 1843, 13-yeor-old John Soger qnd his six brothers ond E
6 sisters (the youngest o tiny baby) f ind themselves olone in the world when both their A
4r parents die. This is the incredible true story of how John 9ot oll of them to the Willomette .a
I Valley olive - borely. €
G Journey to Nowhere written by Mory Jone Auch +
* tn t8ts, while troveling by covered wogon to settle in the wilderness of western New York, *
I eleven-yeor-old Mem experienceso f lood ond separotion from her fomily. '*

: Y""^g 
Fl"d".t"k written by Ling Girard E

i Detoils the eorly years of the fomous obolitionist Frederick Dougloss. *
6, Sweet Cloro ond the Freedom Quilt written by Deboroh Hopkinson +
S This book tells the story of a young Africon girl who sews o mop pattern into o guilt to help +

g The books listed below havebeen enjoyed by students in the post both

* guide ensloved people to freedom.
*
+
*
*
a
€
e
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Stephen Crane died aged 28, but not before producing (in 1895) the most fomous book ever €
written about the Civil Wor. The story of Henry Fleming, o row young recruit in the Union e
ormy, and the horrors he sees ond endures, is os immediote, horrowing and moving os if the 9
outhor had octually beenthere. This greot book is short ond eosy to reod. *
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f Rifles for Woitie written by Horold Keith (oword winner) €
I Wft"n the outhor of this book was o young mon he interviewed several oklohomo veterons of 3
*F ]tl" 

Civil War's western campoigns; yeors loter he wrote this exciting, reolistic story of E6 Kansosformboy Jefferson DovisBussey,whodespitehisnomejoinstheUnionormy.Sent ;
@ to spy on Cherokee fndion troops fighting lor the South under Chief Stand Watie, Jeff is €* cought ond hos to pretend to be a Confederate soldier. €€ A Boy Becomes A Mon At Wounded Knee written by Ted Wood ond Wonbli Numpo Afroid €
f of HowkOgloio Lokoto boy describ es the ride token with his fother ond grondfother to I
I observe the 1O0th onniversory of the tragedy ot Wounded Knee. *
e - -t _J--t 

e*+
* Any book related to the 1865-1896 time period ** Exomples include: '*
! Ten Mile Doy written by Mory Ann Froser iF
?:;.--.--- +
I This is o picture book - with clear writing too - sbout how the workers of the Central Pocif ic lg Roilrood monaged to loy 10 miles of tronscontinentol trock in one doy when one of the ;
$ roilrood owners bet thot it couldn't be done. +
S Deoth of the Iron Horse written by Poul Go6le e
€ Mony stories hovebeenmode up obout troins wrecked by fndians, but it octuolly hoppened +
I only once, in L867,wheno group of Cheyennes deroiled o Union Pocific freight troin in ?
[ rueUrost<o. This little book, with its beoutiful drawings, tells the story. - +
! Thunder Rolling in the Mountoins written by Scott O'Dellqnd Elizobeth Holl :F'(ll

6 Sound of Running Feet was the reol doughter of Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce, ond in this +
6r morvelous but sod novel she tells the story of the tribe's ottempted f light to Conodo, their *
€ eventuol copture by U.S. covolry, ond their forced migrotion to reservotions. *€e
+ .-^- L-^l- --^l^r-'J r- rl-- .^E. . .-.. . | +; Any book reloted to the 1854-t917 time period €
6 Exomples include: *
I On the Woy Home written by Louro fngolls Wilder ond Rose Wilder Lone e€ this is Louro Ingolls Wildar's own story, mode from o diory into o book by her doughter, who *
I was seen in 1894 when the pioneer family left drought-stricken South Dakota for anew *
9 fo.rn ond o new life in Missouri. ' J +
I Beoutiful Lond: A story of the oklahomo Lond Rush written by Noncy Antle ?-v
95 After o two-yeor woit during which her mother died,twelve-yeor-old Annie Moe ond her ;
6 family join thousonds of hopeful settlers os they roce to cloim lond in the newly-opened "*S Oklohomo Territory. *
€ The Bite of the 6old Bug: A Story of the Aloskon 6old Rush written by Barthe €
* Declements *
3 t,ni'" mining for,gold in 1898, Bucky ond his fother must overcome donger in the Aloskon g
! wilderness os well os humon treochery.

! Eorthquakel e liory of Old son Froncisco written by Kothleen V. Kudlinski <S

6, In 1906, after thedevostoting eorthguoke hits Son Froncisco, twelve-yeor-old Phillip 4, 3g struggles to sove the horses in his fomily's livery stable. ' e
* Preocher's Boy written by Kotherine Poterson *
* tn t999, ten-yeor-old Robbie, son of o preocher in o smoll Vermont town, gets himself into *
f oll kinds of trouble when he decides to give up being Christion in order to moke the most of I
? ni. lif e bef ore the end of the world. *
! Jip: His Story written by Kotherine Poterson (oword winner) *

€
! While living on o Vermont poor form during 1855 ond 1856, Jip leorns his identity and thot ,a
g of his mother ond comes to understond how he orrived ot this ploce. €
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= € € e €' € € € € € € € € € € € € €* Listening for Lions written by Gloria Whelon €

! fn tetS, in British Eost Africo, 13-yeor old Rochel loses her missionory porents during an e
$ influenzoepidemic.rnsteod of herneighbors,thePritchords,helping her,theyinvolvlherin f
6 o scheme to poss her off os their doughter ond send her to visit their fother who hos 

=6, disinherited them. Upon orriving in Englond, Rochelond fhe seriously illgrondfother develop E'$ o surprisingly strong , aff ectionate friendship, Rochel continues the scheme, believing thot ,;* one more shock will kill the old gentleman. Rochel continues to grapple with her dishonesty, S& grief for her porents ond homesickness for Africo. e
I Worth written by A. LoFoye (oword winner) e
S After Nothoniel's leg is crushed in on occident, his fother brings home on orphon boy. John ?
i Worth, to help work the f ields. Worth hos come to Nebroska from New York City on the :
6 Orphon Troin, which brings homeless children west to find new lives. Nothonielfeels ;$ increosingly jeolous of the boy who hos token over not only his work but the ottention of his A€ fother, who hos borely spoken to him since his injury. fn school f or the first time he is for $€ behlnd even his youngest clossmotes, ond he feels os useless thereas he does at home. €F Meanwhile, Worth is still grieving for his fomily ond his old life. As the form chores prevent ?
f, him from going to school, he olso resents losing his dreom of on educotion and o good job. ?
i nnd for all the work he does, he knows he will never inherit the form thot he's helping to :
e :1u:. 

But o bottle between ronchers ond formers -- and o book of Greekmythology thot ;
6i Nothoniel reods oloud eoch evening - forges o connectionbetween the two boys, who begin e€ to discover thot moybe there is enough room on the farm, ond in the fomily, for both of .F
S them.
I
I
€ Any book reloted to the 1918- t945 time period
* Exomples include:
€ Journey to Americo; Silver Doys written by Sonio Levitin €
{P fn 1938 Liso Plott's father left Berlin f or America in the middle of thenight. Liso, her ?
I sisters, ond her mother hove to wait until he has mode enough money to slnd for them. But ?
i life for Jews in Hitler's Germony becomes more ond more scory; f inolly the Plotts escope to :
{ Switzerland where they woit ond wait, with no money and not enough to eot, for o letter to g
6r orrive from Americo. ft wasn't eosy even when they got here. €€ cfose To Home: A story of the Polio Epidemic written by Lydio weaver *€ In the summer of t95?, Betsy seesher vocotion fun overshodowed by the spreoding polio *+ epidemic, while her mother ond other scientists work franticolly to developa voccirie'for €
Y the cripplino diseose. *
{B

I Out of the Dust written by Koren Hesse (oword winner) *
5 ln ".,t:.ies 

of poem s, fifteen-yeor-old Billie Jo relotes the hordships of living on her €g fomily's wheat form in Oklohomo during the dust bowlyeors of the Depression. +$ A Long Woy To 6o wriften by Zi6by Oneol €
* Elght-yeor-old Lilo deols with the womens' suffrage movement thot roges during World Wor I *
€ Uyddi" written by Kotherine Poterson €
€ fmpoverished Vermont form girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to goin her independence UV I
$ becoming afoctory worker in Lowell, Mossochusetts, in the 1840s. e
I Keep Smilinq Through written by Ann Rinoldi t3
=--6 A ten-yeor-old girl living in middle closs Americo during World Wor ff leorns the poinful ;
4, lesson thot doing whot's right is not olwoys on eosy thing to do. €
$ Fire In The Sky written by Condice F. Ransom €
€ More thon losing of morbles, worrying obout his relotives ond the Nozis in Germany, or €€ heoring his fovorite rodio hero Jock Armstrong,nine-yeor-old Stenny 6reen is focused on S
* ' J' - t-' 
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€€
4 gefiing to see the Hindenburg when it lands neor their home in Lakehurst, New Jersey, in
Q pgt.
I The Truth About Sporrows written by Morion Hole

g Twelve-yeor-old Sodie promises thot she will olwoys be Wilmo's best friend when their
4, families leave drought-stricken Missouri in 1933, but once in Texos, Sodie leorns thot she
€ must try to moke o new home ond new friends, too.
3
* Books with o Multiculturol Perspectivee
G
6, Chu Ju's House written by Glorio Whelonv-
3> fn order to save her boby sister, fourteen-yeor-old Chu Ju leoves har rurol home in modern
6 Chino ond eorns food ond shelter by working on o sompon, tending silk worms, and plonting
? rice seedlings while wondering if she will ever sii her fomily ogoin.
€ Hochiko: The True Stonl of o Loyol Dog written by Pomelo S. Turner

3 R"ht"-th" t"r" t tory of o dog who occomponied his moster to ond f rom o Tokyo troin

I stotion for ayear ond, after his moster died, continue to woit for him there every doy for
6 mon/ yeors.

4' A Song for Bo written by Poul Yee

* Wei Lim, hoving leorned how to sing the f emale roles his grandfother once performed os o
* member of o Chines e opera troupe, is oble to help his fother Bo, olso on opero singer, when
C dwindling oudiences force Bo to give up his role os |he general ond ploy the port of o womsn.

! Nothinq Here But Stones written by Nancy Oswold

3inra;-,t"*y"*-oldEmmaondherfomi|y,o|ongwithotharRussionJewishimmigronts,
6 orrive in Cofopoxi, Colorodo, wherethey face inhospitoble conditions os they ottempt to

6, stort on ogriculturol colony, ond lonely Emmo is comforted by the horse whose lif e she

S soved.

G
€
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A
; Any book from the 2010 -2Ot1 Sunshine Stote Young Reoder's List
g (see altached lisls)
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Sunshine State Young Readerns Award program
Master List of Titles 2010 - 2011

Grades 3-5

Avi.. Ihe Seer of Shadows. HarperCollins,O200B.

Beatty, Andrea. Cicada Summer. Amulet Books, @200g.

Broach, Elise. Masterpiece. Henry Holt and Co., @200g.

Delaney, M. C. Obi, Gerbil on the Loose. Dutton Juvenile, O2O0g.

DiTerlizzi,Tony. Kennv & the Dragon. simon and schuster children's
Publishing, @2008.

Feldman, Jodi. The Gollywhopper Games. HarperCollins, @2008.1

Forester, Victoria. The Girl who could Flv. Feiwel & Friends, @2008.

Giff, Patricia Reilly, Eleven. Wendy Lamb Books, 02008.

Henkes, Kevin. Bird Lake Moon Greenwillow Books, O200g.

Holt, Kimberly willis. Piper Reed. Naw Brat. Henry Holt and co., @2007.

Lupica, Mike. Safe at Home. Philomel, @2008.

Mass, Wendy. 11 Birthdavs. Scholastic Press, O200g.l

Napoli, Donna Jo. Mogo. the Third wartho,g. Hyperion Books, @2007.

Wolf, Joan. Eomeone Named Eva. Laurel Leaf, @200g.

Yep, Laurence. The Earth Dragon Awakes: The San Francisco Earthquake of
1 906. HarperCollins @2008.



Sunshine State Young Reader's Award Program
Master List of Titles 2010-2011

Grades 6-8

Avi.. Ihe Seer of Shadows. HarperCollins, @2008.

Bartolett, Susan Campbell. The Bov Who Dared. Scholastic 02008.

Bloor, Edward. Taken. Knopf Books for Young Readers @2007.

Cooney, Caroline B. Diamonds in the Shadow.

Green, Tim. Football Hero. HarperCollins 02008.

Herlong, M. L.. The Great Wide Sea. Viking Juvenile @2008.

Hill, Kirkpatrick. Do Not Pass Go. Margaret K. McElderry @2007.

Paulsen, Gary. Lawn Bov. Wendy Lamb Books @2007.

Porter, Tracey. Billv Creekmore: a Novel. HarperCollins 02007

Schmid, Susan Maupin. Lost Time. Philomel O2008

Shafer, Audrey. The Mailbox

Sherman, Delia. Chanseling. Viking Juvenile 02006

Smith, Roland .1., Q: Independence Hall. Gale @2009

Soto, Gary. Mercv on These Teenage Chimps. Perfection Learning 02008

Spinelli, Jerry. Smi/es fo Go. HarperCollins 02008



Srontwor$ activitY Extended Reading
(for

Comprehen s ion
f iction stories )

Date:Name:

Reading & Thinking
Writing about the basic elements of a story can help you remember and undersland it.

use this organizer with any of the fiction pieces in storyworks
to help you achieve a better understanding of it.

TITIE

AUTHON

CHf,NACTEN

The main character's name is

Some words to describe the main character are (provide at least three)

Some examples that show what the main character is like are

Another character's name is

His/her relationship to the main characrer is

Some words to describe this character are

Some examples that show what this characrer is like are

Another character's name is

His/her relationship to the main characrer is

Some words to describe this character are

Some examples that show what this character is like are

@) 2008 Scholastic Inc. Teachers may make copies ofthis page to distribute to their students,



Srontworts =::.i.::;

Reading & Thinking pase2

SETTII{G

The location of this story is

The time period of this story is

The atmosphere, or feeling that the setting creates, is (i.e., rich, poor, strange, comfortable, scary,

friendly, etc.)

PIOT
These are the main events that happen in the story at the

Beginning:

Extended Reading Comprehension
(for fiction stories)

Middle:

End:

The main conflict of the story is

The climax, or point at which the conflict c.omes to a peak, is

The conflict is resolved when

O 2008 Schoiastic Inc. Teachers may make copies of this page to distribute to their students.


